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ABOUT CHERRY LODGE
GOLF CLUB

Cherry Lodge Golf Club is located
approximately two miles to the east of
Biggin Hill and approximately five miles to
the south of Bromley. The Site is located at
approximate Ordnance Survey grid reference
TQ 434 587.

The Golf Club comprises an area of land that
is currently used as a golf driving range, an
18-hole golf course and includes a
clubhouse, members' car park, managed
amenity grassland, scattered trees and
blocks of plantation woodland.

Jail Lane forms the northern boundary of the
Club with Berry Green Road lying adjacent
to the southeastern perimeter of the Club.

The land immediately surrounding Cherry
Lodge Golf Club comprises mainly arable
and pastoral agricultural land, creating a
patchwork effect by the hedgerows lining
both agricultural land and woodland. A
dominant feature of the local landscape is
the frequent blocks of scattered semi-
natural woodland of varying sizes, some of
ancient origin and strong connectivity
provided by frequent hedgerows.

The habitats present within the wider local
area to the south and east of the Golf Club
mainly consist of agricultural land (arable or
pastoral use) linked by hedgerows, again
creating a strong patchwork effect. The
agricultural land is scattered with varying
sizes of woodland blocks, predominantly
semi-natural in origin and frequently ancient.

To the east of the Site lies Biggin Hill: a well-
established suburb within the boundaries of
Greater London. The land here becomes

more built-up with residential housing and
commercial premises forming the major land
use with smaller pockets of open
countryside. To the north of the Site, the
landscape becomes more built-up with
established suburbs including West
Wickham and Orpington dominating the
landscape character with fewer areas of
scattered woodland and less expanse of
open countryside.
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KEY HABITAT FACTS .
*Amenity grassland: 356,156 m2 A
*Species poor semi-improved {
grassland: 36,000 m2
eSemi-natural and _u_mim:o:.
woodland: 37,700 m2 ‘

sSpecies rich hedgerow: 3,805 m
length .

*Dense and scattered scrub: 1,600 m2
*Introduced shrubs: 350 m2 A
*Tall ruderal vegetation: 3900 m2
*Bare ground: 14,900 m2

*Pond: 710 m2

"The current golf course contains some
valuable haoitats but is not living up to its
full potential’
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Zone 1:
Grass or hard surface

Zone 3: shrub layer with occasional trees

Total width of the ride

1 d nd
<y habitat”

KEY FACTS

Broad-leaved semi-natural woodland
features as a Priority Habitat for the
UK, London and Bromley BAPs. xo<-
aims of the Bromley Habitat Action

Plan for woodland are as follows: ‘

“To encourage the conservation and ‘
sympathetic management of the
Borough’s woodlands"; A

“To encourage the planting of trees and
the establishment of new woodlands in .
appropriate locations”. .
The approach for woodland habitat at
Cherry Lodge Golf Club will be to {
deliver management of existing

woodland and plantation and oam:o:.
of new woodland habitat.

Long-term management of existing ‘
semi-natural woodland blocks within
the site is proposed with the key aims -
of management being to enhance the
structure and diversity of this habitat.
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KEY FACTS

Orchards are dispersed throughout the ¢
lowlands of England, however several
counties support concentrations of this ‘
habitat, including Kent. One of the key
targets of the UK Traditional Orchard |
HAP is to:

¢

“Increase the extent of Traditional
Orchards across the UK — a minimum
of current area (ha) expanded by 50%."

As the site supports a number of o_aA
fruit trees, particularly old cherry trees,
but also old apple and pear :mmm..
creation of a new orchard area within
the restored site is considered
appropriate to contribute towards this

target. A

The orchard area will be planted with -
local varieties of apple, plum, pear and
cherry. In addition, buds from fruit
trees on the site will be grafted onﬁoA
suitable rootstock and then planted
into the orchard to ensure Smwm.
varieties are retained within the site. .

§
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KEY FACTS

Chalk grassland features as a .u:o_,_Q‘
Habitat for the UK, London and
Bromley BAPs. One of the key aims of {
the Bromley Habitat Action Plan for
chalk grassland is as follows: (

“To increase the extent of species-rich [
grassland in the Borough, especially
where they connect existing areas”. {

The underlying geology for Cherry
Lodge golf course comprises o:m_x.-
The site is underlain by calcareous
soils. In addition, one of the main
designation features for the Cudham
Valley South Site of Metropolitan §
Importance immediately to the east is
species-rich chalk grassland. {

As such, chalk grassland was {
considered to be the appropriate target
community for creation and restoration
within the golf course rough at O:mﬂé.
Lodge.

" T A W
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SPECIES SPECIFIC

PROPOSALS

In addition to the delivery of habitat
restoration, creation and management, the
biodiversity proposals include a number of
species specific measures, where additional
benefit can be gained above and beyond
those delivered through the habitat
proposals. Key target species or groups are
Bats, Birds, Stag beetle and other
deadwood invertebrates, and Reptiles.

Bats
Birds

Stag beetle and other deadwood
invertebrates

Reptiles
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KEY FACTS

The habitat management objectives will ¢
result in creation and/ or restoration of
a range of habitats considered to offer (
suitable breeding, foraging and over-
wintering opportunities for a number of

species of birds.

The creation and maintenance of new -
areas of flower-rich grassland will result {
in an increased diversity and
abundance of invertebrates thus
providing prey for many species o*.

birds. A
The restoration and appropriate
maintenance of woodland scrub edges
will benefit a number of woodland bird
species, including BAP species such (
as dunnock (Prunella modularis).

Additional nesting habitat will cm-
created through the provision of 20
small woodland bird boxes, particularly .
aimed at hole-nesting birds.

. T W N
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"The
nabitat

nibernac
mar

Six log pile ref

Oposals deliver high

quality reptile

Jes and four
Jla, along with sensitive habitat
it

.
KEY FACTS

All species of reptile are listed E::_:.
the UK and the London BAPs as
Priority Species. One of the targets of .

the London BAP is to: .
“Increase the distribution of Reptiles
and Amphibians within the Qﬁmmumw.
London region.”

Common species of reptile such mm‘
slow worm and common lizard require
a varied habitat structure that provides .
shelter, a range of shady and sunny
spots and frost-free areas to spend the .
winter. Dry, open grasslands in a
mosaic with scrub and woodland §
provide optimal basking opportunities,
as well as plenty of cover and *ooa_.
and are the habitats with which most
reptiles are commonly associated. A

Extensive habitat creation and
management as outlined above s_____‘
result in optimal habitat for these
species of reptile, including m_umnmmm-.
rich grassland, woodland, ponds and
hedgerow. Additional habitat creation §
within the site for reptiles will comprise
creation of a total of six log pile refuges ‘
and four hibernacula.

¢
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BIODIVERSITY

MONITORING

Monitoring will be undertaken on an annual
basis to ensure that the new habitats/
enhanced existing habitats are in a state of
good condition and have successfully
established; and that the habitats/features
are attaining the targets set for the different
management objectives.

These are defined in full within a project-
specific Biodiversity Mitigation and
Management Plan (BMMP), produced by
Johns Associates (2011).

The results of monitoring will be used to
adjust and adapt the management as
required and will be incorporated fully into
subsequent versions of the BMMP. The
‘living" BMMP will be used by the
greenkeeping team to inform the long term
sensitive management of Cherry Lodge Golf
Club.

Monitoring will comprise the following:

Tree planting to be checked at least three
times per year by landscape contractors
during Years 1 to 3 (following planting)
aimed at ensuring successful establishment.
These checks to be undertaken at the same
time as weeding control measures and
replacement of failures.

An annual ecological check/audit to be
undertaken to assess the condition of newly
created and managed habitats (including
species-rich grassland, hedgerows,
woodland and ponds).

This annual audit will be undertaken in late
May/early June and will assess sward height
and density, abundance of target species,
and percentage cover of understorey and
canopy species.

An appropriately experienced/ licensed
ecologist will undertake the maintenance for
all bat and bird boxes.

All records obtained from the monitoring will
be submitted to the Greenspace Information
for Greater London (GiGL).
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Johns Associates " The project vision delivers far
environmental nc:mmzmsﬁm reaching benefits for biodiversity that
are otherwise unlikely to occur"




